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THE JEWS IN THE HOLY LAND. 


Tue melancholy condition of our Jewish brethren in the country 
of our ancient glory has of late excited much attention in the 
world, but, strange to say, more particularly in the United States 
of America. Although England, France, and Germany, are, 
comparatively speaking, neighbours to Palestine—which can now 
be reached from any part of Europe in about two months—yet 
there has of late prevailed a great deal of apathy in those coun- 
tries towards our suffering brethren in the East, and we have 
rendered but little assistance to a people who hitherto looked to 
_ the European Jews only for their maintenance. Whilst the 

Christians of this country take so deep an interest in every thing 
touching the land, every spot of which contains relics of miracles 
and great events, our own brethren have begun to despair of 
ameliorating the condition of the Jews in the Holy Land, and 
their contributions in the last two years have greatly diminished. 
One or two individuals, Sir Moses Montefiore and the late 
lamented Asher Sampson, are the only Jews in this country of 
whom it can be said, they have taken an interest in the affairs of 
the Jews of the Holy Land. We are well aware of the reply with 
which appeals for that purpose are met—Charity begins at home, 
and there is great distress in our own country; and we also 
admit that, to some extent, this reply is a just one. Those 
who have but a trifle to spare for charitable purposes it would be 
- unjust to ask to give it to the poor of Palestine, when their next- 
door neighbours are pining in want. There are, however, many 
among us upon whom a bountiful Providence has bestowed the 
blessing of being able to give to their neighbours, and yet.to 
remember their remoter and more afflicted brethren. 
we appeal for assistance in relieving hundreds of thousands, 
whose sufferings are so manifold and so heartrending, that each 
of them is sufficient to elicit our sympathy. Not only do they 
labour under the persecution of wild hordes and tribes which 
continually distract the country by civil war; not only do they 
suffer severely from scarcity of provisions and want of food; not 
only do they, from sheer want of the means of maintenance, drag 
on their miserable existence in expectations of charity and 
benevolence ; but, latterly, the bitter cup of their troubles has 
been filled by the dreadful scourge, the Asiatic cholera, which 
has swept away thousands, plunged orphans and widows in deep 
misery, and exposed numbers to penury and starvation who have 
lost those upon whom they depended for support. 


A remarkable coincidence we have this day to record, that 
Whilst an Appeal is made in England for relieving the Jews 
inhabiting a portion of the Holy Land (Tiberias), a stir is making 
in America to rouse the people to sympathise more fervently with 
the Jews of Palestine, and to evince it more practically. 


We here give the first part of a most eloquent and powerful 
speech delivered by the patriotic and talented Judge Noah, to 
Which we earnestly direct the attention of our readers ; and the 
conclusion of which, with our own remarks on the subject, we 
Promise to give in our next impression. 


To them 
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M. M. NOAH’S ADDRESS, 
DELIVERED AT THE HEBREW SYNAGOGUE, IN CROSBY STREET, ON THANKS- 
GIVING DAY, TO AID IN THE ERECTION OF THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM, 
(Reported verbatim, for the New York Tribune.) 


ABOUT two years ago a messenger arrived in this City from Jerusalem, having 
been commissioned from the Hebrew Congregation at Hebron to visit the United 
States, to collect aid for the suffering poor of that venerable city. He came from 
the neighbourhood of the cave of Machpelah, where Abraham and the founders of 
our faith lie buried, and he asked in their name, and by their immortal memory, 
charity for our poor brethren, who have for many centuries piously and carefully 
watched that sacred spot. Some questioned the expediency of allowing our 
charity to travel so far from home; many gave in the name of Him whe said, 


_ The poor shall never depart from the land; bat he asked only the aid of his 


brethren. The liberal of other faiths asked permission to add something to hes 


store; but his authority to ask and to receive was limited to the house of Israel. 
The reception which he met with here, from members of the oldest congregation 
in America, endorsed his mission to other cities, and the Pilgrim returned to the 
Holy City, bearing with him some remembrance from the land where the Jew 
and the Gentile are equally free, In a letter which I received from the American 
Consul at Jerusalem, he said that he had met the Rabbi, who stated that he had 
brought with him from this country 18,000 dollars for the poor families of Hebron. 
The fidelity with which he discharged that duty, induced the Rabbis and Trus- 


tees of the congregation of Bern EL, at Jerusalem, to send him again to this 


country on a mission of still greater interest. 

It may not be generally known to our people that since the destruction of our 
Temple, upwards of 1800 years ago, Israel has been without a place of worship, 
dedicated with all the solemnities of our faith, and erected with suitable magni- 
‘ficence, to the Divine Architect of Heaven and Earth. The Jews, in their own 
land, on that land which God gave to them as an inheritance for ever, by a deed 
consecrated and confirmed by ages, were not permitted to erect a Synagogue, 
from that fatal moment of the destruction of the Temple even to the present day. 

The army of the Roman conqueror captured and carried away the nation to be 
sold as slaves. A few only of the faithful, hid in tombs and caverns, secreting 
themselves beneath the fallen columns of the Temple, remained on a spet endeared 
to them by so many blissful reminiscences, and by the promises of the Greas 
Hereafter. The Roman Centurions pursued them— the Greeks persecuted them 


—the Persians destroyed them, and; in after ages, the followers of Mahomet . 


visited. them with fire and sword, and the Crusaders trampled upon their necks— 
yet they refused, under these unprecedented calamities, to abandon the home of 
their fathers, and their ancient heritage, the rich gift of the Almighty. With the 
laws of Moses, which they had preserved; with the sacred rolls, written by 
Esdras, now in their possession, which they bore from the flaming ruins; they 
read the law in chambers —in caves —confined rooms, and deserted places — for, 
among their Pagan persecutors, they did not dare to worship openly that God 
whose protecting mercies the civilized world now unites to invoke. The Mosque 
of the Mussulmans reared its domes and minarets on the site of our Temple — 
Christians erected magnificent Churches and rich-endowed Chapels on our soil; 
while our people, the rightful inheritors of all that Land of Promise, crawled in 
abject submission to the walls of the Temple, to bewail their hard destiny — to 
pray for the peace of Jerusalem, and weep on the solitary banks of the Jordan, 
They never despaired of the fulfilment of those promises which God had made to 
them—that Still Small Voice continually whispered in their ears, in accents soft 
as the cherub’s voice, “ Fear not, Jacob, for I am with thee.” 

Centuries rolled on-—— Nations arose, flourished, decayed, and fell yet the 
Jewish people still existed, increased in numbers, and under every privation and 
persecution preserved their identity, their faith, and their nationality, 

At length a sign is given; the thunders begin to roll all over Europe; 
the cry is everywhere heard in despotic governments—To arms! The 
people are at war with their kings, and the kings are overthrown 7 Priest- 
craft and fanaticism are overthrown; the sun of liberty begins to rise; the 
chains of the Jews are unloosed, and they are elevated to the rank of men; 
the fires of superstition had burnt out, and the age of reason had revived. The 
Sultan of Turkey, following the march of civilized nations, says to the Jews in 
his dominions, “ You are free; you have my permission to erect s Synagogue in 
Jerusalem ;” and messengers are despatched, as they were in the days of Solomon, 
to ask for aid from their brethren throughout the world, to erect & magni 


place of worship, the first that has been erected in the Holy City since the adveot 


of Christianity, 
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Friends and brethren, do you understand that Sign? Isit not pregnant 
With great events! Is not this another seal broken? We can erect a 
Synagogue, and build a Temple here, and it excites no attention; but 
when the trumpet sounds from Mount Zion, every ear is opened, every 
heart throbs, I know full well, that there are many Jews throughout the 
world, who look upon the restoration of their brethren to the Holy Land 
as a possible event in the great changes which may hereafter occur, but 
they take little interest in the signs of the times. Happy in the enjoyment 
of every comfort here, they only think of their brethren in the Holy Land when 
their charitable feelings are appealed to; but when the great events of the restora- 
tion which are to fulfil the prophecies are talked of, they cling to the home of 
their birth, and the country of their adoption, and say, My destiny is here. Be 
it so. I do not blame them; for great sacrifices of life and treasure await the 
first movements of restoration. We are safe, but let us feel for those brave 
hearts, who will not forsake their ancient heritage-—who cling with ardent 
devotion to the sacred soil, and who turn their eyes of hope toward Zion, 
and say “The time will come, the hour will arrive.’ Let us furnish them with 
the means of living until the trumpet again sounds on the walls of Jerusalem — 
let us aid to erect a Temple worthy of their faith, their devotion, and their 
constancy. 

The Jews, I regret to sav, know little of the Holy Land and of their brethren 
who reside in it. It is now the object of Christian research, of Christian vene- 
ration, and no learned, pious and liberal Christian visits that sacred spot, who 
does not feel that the Chosen People of God are at this day the greatest miracle 
on earth, and have ever been the constant uniform object of Divine Protection. 
The fate of a nation may depend on many causes: one becomes weakened by 
unjust and unnecessary. wars ; another falls from want of energy, character, good 
faith and industry; a third is without courage to sustain its rights; and a fourth 
is ignorant, imbecile and bigoted. The rise, progress and fate of the Jewish 
nation, exhibited no such defects of character. We sinned against God because 
it is the nature of man to be sinful; he punished us as the parent does his child, 
but, in the midst of our stubbornuess, our disobedience, and hardness of heart, 
we did not forget the Unity and Omnipotence of that Divine Architect of the 
Universe, and he pardoned us: his arm always has guided us, and amid the 
vicissitudes of 6,000 years, the nation never has been lost; from the day and 
the hour that God declared us to be his.people, down to the present time, we 
have remained the same People distinct from all others. Shepherds of the 
Land of Promise, Slaves in Egypt, a mighty power in Canaan, the revolted 


tribes captured at Samaria and blended with other nations, still Judah and Ben- 
jamin remained, and were still the chosen people. The whole world of idolatry | 


united to crush us, but the handful of Grod’s chosen servants could not be sub- 
dued or won to apostasy. By the rivers of Babylon they wept in captivity, but 
could not forget Jerusalem nor the Songs of Zion; the fiery furnace could not 
subdue them, and Pagan Kings, awe-struck at their self-sacrificing piety and 
fidelity, set them free. After seventy years of bondage the faithful were restored 
to Zion. Punished for their sins thus severely, the Children of Israel reposed 
400 years in their Land of Milk and Honey, waiting for that Prince whom God 
promised to send them, to consolidate and rule over the nation as their temporal 
Sovereign. But their glory was again destined to be dimmed, their light extin- 


guished, and darkness once move enshrouded the people. The ambitious, con- 


quering Romans appeared in great force under the walls of Jerusalem, aud sum- 
moned them to surrender. ; 

We have heard of many wars and sieges---of grand victories, and brilliant 
defences, of intense sufferings and indomitable valour; but where does the page 
of history inscribe deeds of bravery and personal sacrifices eqnal to the siege of 
Jerusalem! Had the Jews been united at that siege---had not the embers of 


faction been fanned into a flame, and its defenders divided and at war with each . 


other---Titus Vespasianus could never have entered the Holy City. The testi- 
mony of Josephus is not always free from partiality when he treats of Vespasian 
avd Titus ; he described their triumphs after the destruction of his nation, with 
that cowardly complacency which characterized the courtier; he was a traitor 
and fought against his people in the ranks of the enemy; and yet he 


admits, that the Jews performed pioligies of valour. “They cried to their 


besiegers from walls crumbling to ruins, that they courted death which was pre- 


ferable to a shameful slavery, and that they would exert themselves to the last 
to prove to the Romans, that no boundary was to be aflixed to their determined 
resistance.” The siege of Jerusalem lasted 146 days: and after unheard-of suf- 
ferings, the flames of their Temple lighted the funeral pile of the nation, and 
1,100,000 souls were buried in the ruins. From that day they have been in a 
perpetual state of martyrdom, suspended between life and death. What bloody 
vicissitudes, what scenes of grief, what barbarities, what’ ravages, what dis- 
asters, What injustice, have not been exercised by the different nations of the 
globo, against a people devoted to slavery and abandoned by fortune. Pagans, 
Mahometans, and Christians have by turns occupied the Holy Land, and 
deluged it with blood. Still our people refused to abandon the country which 
Giod had given them. Sentinels on the ramparts, they watched for us, prayed for 
us. We were driven out among the nations of the earth: our home was no where: 
our people everywhere. Who has done this? Who brought Abram from Ur of 
the Chaidees! Who sent Joseph aslave into Egypt ! Who authorized Moses to 
lead the people through the Red Seat? Who gave the law in thunder on Mount 
Sinaif Who raised a longline of prophets who poured forth a living stream of 
eloquence and divine song, which even the present age cannot hear unmoved ? 
Who preserved Daniel in the lions’ den? Shadrach, Meschech and Abednego 
iv the fiery furnace! Our God, your Giod, who made bare His holy arm in the 
eyes of all the nations, Shall we not sustain each other when so divinely sustained 
and pretected { Shall we turn a deaf ear to the supplications of our brethren at 
Jerusalem who have stood by their faith so triumphautly ! I hope not, 


It has been said that the Jews at Jerusalem are indolent, are disinclined to 
labour, are only employed in studying the law, and devoting all their hours to 
prayer, and prefer leading life of dependence and want, to one of prosperous 
active industry. I thank them that they do so, Amid our worldly cares, our 
pursuits of gain, our limited knowledge of our holy faith, our surrender of ma 
cardinal points—probably from hard necessity —I am thankful that there is 4 
holy band of brotherhood at Zion, whose nights and days are devoted to our 
sublime laws, our venerable institutions. I wish them to remain so, I think j¢ 
our duty and our interest to share our means with them—to repay them with the 
bread of life, for aiding us with the bread of salvation. Jerusalem should ever 
be an object of the warmest attachment in our sight. To see the Holy Land 
sovereign and independent under - its rightful proprietors; to know that the 
Temple will again be rebuilt; to hope to see the standard of Judah once more 
unfurled on Mount Zion! to die on that spot, and to be buried near David and 
Solomon in the valley of Jehosaphat, should be our highest ambition, our earnest - 
hope, our incessant prayer. 

There are some who may consider the permission extended to the Jews in 
Jerusalem to build a Temple, or a magnificent Synagogue, a concession of little 
importance; but taken with other extraordinary signs.of the times, it has a most 
important bearing. We may be unmindful and indifferent in relation to those 
signs, but there is a Divine hand which directs, a Divine agency which controls 
these movements; there are Divine promises yet to be fulfilled, Divine attributes 
which are yet to be made apparent to the unbeliever. Since the establishment of 
Christianity, the world has not seen a revolution equal to that existing at the 
present moment in Europe; one hundred millions of people are in arms 
against their sovereigns ; it is a struggle indeed for Liberty and Human Rights, 
but Religious as well as Civil Liberty ; the blow is equally aimed at priest- 
craft, at that powerful union of Church and State, which, for centuries has 
kept the world in bondage. The allied Sovereigns may succeed in overpower: 
ing the people and maintaining their Thrones and Sceptres, but great con- 
cessions will be made to the wishes of the people to avoid a hurricane of 
frightful outbreaks ;~-the People are no longer in chains. To the Jews, this 
great Revolution has been a wonderful manifestation of God’s providence and 
watchfulness ; it has made them men, citizens, a people, a nation—it has given 
them rank, position, power,—it has elevated them to the highest offices. Look 
back 1800 years on Rome, the proud mistress of the world, and see the Jew- 
ish captives in chains following the triumphant car of the victorious Titus ; 
see them sold in bondage, see them the architects of the Coliseum and the 
Pantheon, the servile labourers everywhere. When Rome fell, and Christi- 
anity arose, see them even more fiercely persecuted, the inmates of the dungeons 
of the Inquisition, and the victims of the Auto da Fe; see the chosen people, 
whose only sin was their belief in one God, locked up at night in the Ghetto, 
like animals in a cage, and look at them now in Rome: declared to be free 
by law, and possessing equal rights with their fellow-citizens, See them in 
France and Germany, and in every country in Europe, filling. the highest 
situations in the governments, the proudest elevations on the benches of law 
and science, and diffusing everywhere the lights of their deep philosophy, and 
the fruits of their close aud ardent study. And has this great advent been 
brought about by human agency? I believe it not ;—it is part and parcel of 
those promises—the first step in the fulfilment of. that great event which is 
to manifest to the whole world the power, the unity, the omnipotence of the 
Lord God of Israel, one God, and the God of all Creation, and that He alone is 
the King of kings, Redeemer of the world, and the Sole Judge of the earth. 

Other great revolutions are also in progress—quietly, slowly, but securely— 
the age of Reason and Philosophy among Christians. In every direction, there 
appear to me evidences of a progressive, but mighty change in the fundamental 


principles of that faith, which itis our duty and our interest to watch, as develop- 


ments of the deepest importance to our future destiny as a nation. I have 
noticed the liberal feelings everywhere evinced toward the Jewish people, an interest 
in their spiritual character, as much as in their temporal welfare : I see everywhere 
a change manifested toward us as a Sect; there are closer affinities developing them- 
selves among Christians. They are gradually unloosing the chains of a reli- 
gious prejudice against us, and feel a deeper interest in our fate and final advent. 
I'ew adhere, at the present day, to the spiritual restoration of the Jews, while 
the multitude admit that this restoration must be literal. The promises of God 
to the chosen People are now more fully recognised, and evangelising them 
is postponed until after the great events contingent on our Restoration as an 
independent Power. Reason and Truth begin to resume their empire as the 
shackles of ecclesiastical power become weakened, and man defends his right 
to think, to speak, and to act freely and openly, upon all matters appertaining 
to the Christian faith. | 

The result of this religious freedom manifests itself in gradually withdrawing 
from the great Founder of the Christian faith, the divine attributes conceded to 
Him by his disciples and followers. Since the Reformation, this change has 
been gradually unfolding itself; but professing Christians did not dare to ex- 
press their doubts even to themselves ; they were unbelievers ever, but only in 
the deep recesses of the heart; but now Reformers, Socialists, Communists, 
Philosophers, openly express their doubts. All Germany is deeply tinctured 
with this belief, and other Luthers are springing up, declaring their unchanged 
belief in the sublime morality of Jesus of Nazareth—their entire confidence i” 
Hira as an eminent and illustrious reformer, teacher, prophet, brother ; but 
denying his divine issue, his participation in the God-head, and his right to share 
with the Almighty the attributes of divinitv. The Jews are deeply interested 
in the extension and preservation of Christian morals ; to us and to the world 
it would be adeep calamity to see owr laws, our principles, our doctrines abro- 
gated, which have been so beneficially spread throughout the world, under another 


|| mame. If we were enfeebled and broken down, and had not the power t 
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enforce and carry out the doctrines of our faith, 
heen lost to the world, but flourish under another denomination, “ Do 
others as you would desire others to do unto you——love your neighbour as . att 
self ’’—deal justly with all men, honour your parents, be faithful to the A beta 
ments that protect you, be merciful, be charitable, and love God with all sat 
heart and soul—these are Jermish precepts, advanced as such bya great J wish 


reformer, and ingrafted upon the religion adopted by hi ‘Patty sap 
bat ele divine origin is unchanged. pted by his followers and friends ; 


(To be continued ). 


REFLECTIONS SUGGESTED BY THE LESSON OF 
SABBATH LAST, 


Exopus, CHap. 1. to vt. 
(Continued from page 115.) 


We resume our reflections on the position of the Israelites in 
Egypt in relation to their oppressors. 


On the side of the Egyptians, there was a most formidable arra 


of physical strength, in numbers, in the locality, and in the condition ~ 


of liberty; whilst on Israel’s side, there was a moral superiority 
— purity of religion and virtue, which ultimately conquered. 
True, it was by wonders and miracles that their deliverance 
was effected, but these signs and wonders were only wrought in 
favour of the Israelites, because of their moral superiority. 
Our sages justly observe, “the great merit of the Israelites in 
Egypt was, that they did not alter their names nor their 
language. Although they most faithfully served their cruel op- 
pressors, yet did they preserve their nationality, as regards the 
moral and religious virtue which they had traditionally brought 
with them from their patriarchal ancestors in the land of 
Canaan.” 

Spite of the cruel bondage in which the Egyptians fettered the 
Israelites, they increased and multiplied, and waxed exceedingly 
mighty ; and spite of the tyrannical decree of Pharaoh, “ that 
every son that is born shall be cast into the river,” the child which 
was destined to deliver his people was saved, and brought up by 
the daughter of the very tyrant who had issued the fearful edict. 
Thus did Pharaoh’s own daughter rear and nourish the child 
chosen by Providence to cause the downfall of his empire. 

The Midrash has the following allegory :—‘ An incident hap- 
pened during the time Moses was brought up in Pharaoh's house. 
[t occurred once that the child took Pharaoh’s crown off his head, 
and played with it. The magicians, by whom Pharaoh was sur- 
rounded, who noticed it, augured from this that he would one day 
dethrone the king, and became alarmed. On manifesting this 
ill omen to Pharaoh, it was resolved to try if Moses did so play- 
fully or wilfully. They set before him two dishes —one of fire, 
and one of gold, to see which he would touch. Moses stretched 


out his hand to seize the gold; but the angel Gabriel pushed his. 


hand away, and he touched the fire and scorched his hand, which 
he put into his mouth, and burning it, he retained for his life- 
time an impediment in his speech. Having touched the fire 
instead of the gold, he was declared silly; and the taking off the 
crown was no more thought to be a dangerous omen.” 

The drift of this allegory is to shew that the saving of Moses’ 
life was not a matter of mere chance, but the pre-ordained 
will of God. Nature and its mishaps had rather conspired against 
him than favoured him. Even under Pharaoh's roof his life was 
endangered by childish play, but the Divine Angel—Providence— 
guided his hand, and saved him. 

As soon as Moses had grown up to manhood he distinguished 
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still, happily, they have not _ 


himself by manifesting his moral courage and sense of justice, — 
in the affair of the Egyptian who smote the Hebrew, and in the — 


affair of the two Hebrews striving together. In the first instance — 


he punished the offender, and in the second, he interfered to 
take peace. This love of peace and justice eminently qualified 
him for the leader of a nation. | 7 

Like the pursuit of most of the men whom God had chosen 


as rulers in Israel, Moses’ occupation was that of a shepherd ; 
this humble pursuit being, more than any other, calculated to train 


| 


the mind to perseverance, patience, indulgence, and solicitude 
for those under his care—all qualities indispensable for a ruler. 

The Midrash tells the following allegory: —* It happened dur- 
ing the time that Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in- 
law, that a sheep ran away from the herd. Moses pursued it ; 
and as he was driving it back they passed a pond, to which the 
sheep turned, and eagerly drank, evidently languishing with 
fatigue and thirst. On perceiving this, Moses said to the sheep, 
Had I known that thirst and fatigue were the cause of thy escap- 
ing, I should not have allowed thee to walk, but would have car- 
ried thee in my own arms to the pond.” 

Like most of the Rabbinical allegories this is replete with 
instruction. It shews that the chief characteristics of a leader 
are humility, kindness, and condescension. Moses evinced, in 


his compassion for the fatigued sheep, the humility, tenderness, | 


and solicitude which he manifested throughout his eventful ad- 
ministration and his whole life. Were the leaders of our day 
equally kind, equally humble, and yet equally prudent as Moses, 
they would have nothing to fear from their subjects, who, in 
reality, care but little for the name and title of the ruler, whether 
King, Emperor, or Prince, or President, so long as he does not 
abuse the power invested in him, and manifests, like Moses, his 
solicitude for the welfare of his flock. 

Moses was soon after summoned by God to the sacred mission 
of freeing Israel from bondage. The vision in which God first 
revealed himself to him was in a flame of fire out of the midst of 
a bush, which burned with fire but was not consumed—an indica- 
tion of the divine promise, that whatever troubles may befall Israel, 
however poisonous and incessant may be the weapons which 
calumny and persecution level against lsrael,—however fiercely 
the fire of fanaticism may be kindled to devour it, the nation will 
never be consumed; and will ever remain the witness of God's 
power, and the receptacle of the true faith in his unity. 


MECHANICS’ ATHEN.ZUM (JEWS' AND GENERAL), 
BURY COURT, ST. MARY AXE. 


On Friday evening, the 12th instant, a Lecture was delivered by Fre- 


derick Lawrence, Esq., “ On the Eloquence of the Pulpit and the Bar,”” - 


After a sketch of the progress of Pulpit Oratory in England, illustrated 
by quotations from Bishop Latimer, Jeremy Taylor, and several carly 
Christian divines, the lecturer noticed, as the most remarkabie preachers 
of modern times, Robert Hall, Edward [rving, and Dean Kirwan, from 
each of whom he recited several passages of great force and beauty. 
He particularly noticed one of Kirwan’s finest sermons, directed against 
what that great divine was pleased to term the besetting sin of modern 
times —the love of money and money-getting ; and io which he draws 
the portrait of a miser, a sordid calculating wretch, uninfluenced by any 
other passion than the mere love of gain, and thus concludes t— 
“While his schemes are unaccomplished, fretfulness and discontent 
sit lowering on his brow: when successful, nay, even when most pros- 
perous, his unslaked and unsatisfied soul still thirsts for more: Who 
will say that he is at any time vulnerable to reproach ?— nay, I had 
almost added, convertible by grace. Throughout every stage and revo- 
lution of life he remains unalterably the same; or if any difference, it 


‘is only this, that as he advances into the shade of a long evening, he 


clings closer and closer still to the object of his idolatry, and while 
every other passion lies dead and blasted in his heart, his desire for 
money, money, more money, increases with his failing strength. He 
holds. by a sinking world with an agonising grasp, till he drops into the 
grave, with the accumulated curses of wretchedness on his head, and 


with no other inscription to his memory than that he lived to counteract 
the distributive justice of Providence, and died without hope or utle to 


a blessed Immortality.” | 

The Lecturer then proceeded with a sketch of English legal eloquence, 
which he interspersed with several amusing anecdotes of eminent 
Judges and advocates of bygone days. One incident, narrated of the 
Lord Chief Justice Holt, excited much merriment, A somewhat mis- 
chievous fanatic, named Atkins, had been committed to Newgate for 
certain seditious! sermons and “ prophesyings; upon which, one of his 
followers proceeded to the Court of King’s Bench, and, addressing the 


| Chief Justice, told him, that he was come from the Lord to demand a 
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| 
“ nolle prosequi” to release John Atkins, his servant, from confinement. 


“ Thou art a lying knave,” said Holt; “for the Lord knows it is not 
iff my power to grant a ‘nolle prosequi.’ If He had sent thee it would 
have been to His Majesty’s Attorney General; but I tell thee what I 
can do,—I can grant thee a warrant to bear him company ;” and this 
he did forthwith, and the man was conveyed to prison. 

The Lecturer then recited several extracts from Thurlow, Erskine, 
Curran, Brougham, etc. 

The discourse was repeatedly and vehemently cheered throughout, and 
much praise is due to the learned Lecturer, for having, at great inconvent- 
ence to himself, gratuitously afforded our humble brethren this in- 
tellectual treat. 
example of the numerous Christian gentlemen who have given gratul- 
tous discourses at the above Institution. 


LINUSARIAN BENEVOLENT LOAN SOCIETY. 


Own Sunday evening last, the members and friends of this insti- 
tution celebrated their anniversary by a supper at the house 
26, Mansell-street, Goodman's Fields, which was well and respect- 
ably attended. | 

Mr. Jacob Lazarus,* president, in the chair. 

Grace having been said by Mr. Nathan Defries, in a most im- 
pressive manner, the cloth removed, and the usual loyal toasts 
given and responded to,— 

Mr. S. E. Moss, vice-president, rose and said, that a pleas- 
ing dut 
congratulate the friends present, on the celebration of another 
anniversary, but to state, that on this occasion he had, on 
behalf of the committee, etc., to request their worthy  presi- 
dent to accept some small mark of their esteem for the handsome 


May our talented Jewish Lecturers follow the — 


y had devolved on him-on this occasion, not only to — 


manner in which he had on all occasions attended to the im- | 


portant duties of his office. 


rus a beautiful token of respect, written on vellum, and elegantly 
framed and glazed. 

Mr. Lazarus, in rising to return thanks, said, My worthy friend, 
Mr. Moss, has said that when I undertook the duties of the office 


of president I found the society a child, and that I had reared. | 


it to manhood; but for such growth the committee is also 
entitled to your thanks. When he first joined this society he under- 
stood that its object was to grant small loans to industrious and 
necessitous artisans, without distinction of race or creed (cheers); 
and he was happy to say, that they had done much good. Among 
other instances, he could state that a poor man, a cabinet-maker, 
having had two loans of two pounds each from their funds, had so 
prospered with them, and by his own industry, that he was not only 
able to dispense with their future favours, but had forwarded a dona- 
tion of 10s. in aidofthe funds (cheers). It also enabled parents 
to educate their children, thus tending to the decrease of crime, 
and giving them an opportunity of rising in society, for it was no 
disgrace to say, that many persons who had risen in society and 
become merchants, were at one time recipients of Jewish charities. 
He was happy to say, that they had been enabled to grant six 
hundred loans, amounting to above ]000/. ; and their funds, which, 
when he took office, were but 60/., now amounted to 200]. He 
accepted with cheerfulness the kind and splendid testimonial of 
their appreciation of his humble services in aid of their truly noble 
charity, which had been the means of keeping very many fom 
becoming paupers, and had instilled into them a spirit of indus- 
trial independence; and if it should please Heaven that he should 
ever be blessed with children, he would hand the testimonial down 
to them as an heir,loom, to shew that virtuous actions were sure 
to meet with their reward in the good opinion of their fellow- 
citizens (cheers). 

The chairmap then proposed the health of the vice-presidents, 
Messrs. 5. E, Moss and M. Castello, on whom he passed a 


warm and well-deserved eulogium for their exertions in behalf 
of the charity. 


* The desire of being of public service seems to be inherent in the family, a 
brother of this gentleman, Mr. Joseph Lazarus, having been presented with a 
splendid silver tea service as President of the National Friendly Association, 


Mr. Moss then handed to Mr. Laza- | 


the chairman paying that gentleman a deserved compliment for the 
‘manner in which he had conducted himself in his office, often to the 


A. M. Cohen, and S. C.- Tucker, Trustees; Mr. Phillip Levy, 


~ Jewish Chronicle,” and said, that they were under deep obligations 


Mr. Castello returned thanks, and said that himself and oo). 
league were satisfied with the prosperity of the charity ; and tha 
their exertions should always be used in its behalf. 

The health of the treasurer, Mr. Isaac Jacobs, was then proposed, 


injury of his worldly affairs, never having been one Tuesday evep. 

ing, on which the loans were granted, absent from his duties 

cheers ). 

' Mr. se in a neat and effective speech, returned thanks, 
The healths of the other officers of the charity, viz. Messrs. 


and the other founders; Mr. Ralph Lazarus, Hon. Secretary . 
the speedy restoration to health of Mr. Mark Silverstone, the late 
Treasurer; and the gentlemen of the Committee, having been seve. 
rally given and responded to— mare | 
The Chairman then, amidst cheers, proposed ‘ Prosperity to the 


to that journal, for the fearless manner in which it always un. 
dertook a redress of their wrongs, political or otherwise. From 
a fortnightly, it had become a weekly publication; and how was it, 
that whilst all the other Anglo-Jewish journals had drooped and 
died, the ‘“‘ Jewish Chronicle ” had increased; and was looked for 
every week with as much eagerness as the other journals? [t 
was because it was conducted on fearless and independent princi- 
ples; and while even standing forward in the people's cause, it advo- 
cated the friendly union of the higher with the humbler classes, 
Let but the “ Jewish Chronicle,” said the worthy chairman, continue 
in the same course which has marked its career hitherto, and it 
must continue to flourish (cheers). 

Mr. Mitchell, the proprietor of the ‘* Jewish Chronicle,” returned 
thanks. He said, that the handsome manner in which their chair- 
man had proposed prosperity to the Journal of which he was 
that evening but the humble representative, and the response 
given thereto by the company, amply repaid him, and the editor, 
Mr. Bresslau, for all they had undergone in the conducting of 
the Journal on independent principles. ‘They would not, nay, dare 
not, triumph over those Jewish journals which in this country had | 
ceased to exist; but he could not help saying, that their downfall 
must be attributed to their having attached themselves to a party. 
The *‘ Jewish Chronicle,”. they might depend upon, would stand 
or fall on its present principles—it would continue to be the fear- 
less advocate of emancipation both within and without; for he 
considered, that whilst we claimed liberty of conscience from. 


Christians, we could not withhold it from our brother Jew, 


without detriment to our national character (applause). 
The Chairman proposed the health of Mr. Nathan Defries, 


_and said that they were under great obligations to that gentleman, 


for, as one of the first gas-meter manufacturers in the kingdom, 
his improvements in that branch of mechanics, which had received 
the encomiums of the public press, had proved to the world that 
the Jew had a love for the arts and sciences. The cheers 
which greeted this gentleanm on his rising having subsided— 

Mr. Defries returned thanks and said, that if any act of his in 
the improvement of the gas-meter had assisted to remove the unjust 
stigma levelled at the Jew, that he had no love for the arts and 
sciences, he was amply repaid by the manner in which they had 
received him that evening; and they might depend on his using 
every exertion in his power in behalf of the praiseworthy objects 
of their charity : for if one fact proved it worthy of support more 
than another, it was, that in the distribution of their assistance 
they knew no difference of creed, country, or colour; for, said 
Mr. D. in conclusion, conscience is between a man and his Crea- 
tor, and with it no man dare interfere (cheers). 


Mr. Defries then proposed “ Prosperity to the Institution,” which 
was enthusiastically responded to. | 


The festivities of the evening were kept up to a late hour. 
For list of Donations, see Advertisement. . : 
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THE VISION OF THE CANDLESTICK (m3) 
ZECHARIAH IV, 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—In my last communication [ have shown how the Pro- 
phets of Scripture, as well as the Talmud, have combated the 
astrological notions of the ancients, and successfully proved the 
pre-eminence of an Omnipotent and all-comprehending Deity 
over the influence of the starry hosts and planets; and we will 
therefore recur again to the Persian system of worship, which 
spread its dark veil over that age and that country, and, sup- 
ported by the crafty interpretations of the magicians, and by their 
sophistical and prejudiced prophecies, blinded the whole nation ; 
which was also the cause of that opposition to the rebuilding of 
the temple by Zerubbabel—an opposition founded on the voice 
of their oracle, as it appears from Ezra iv. 4 (“then the people 
of the land weakened the hands of the people of Judah, and 
troubled them in building”) that the obstacle was not only of a 
physical, but also of a mental character—the influence of the oracles 
and their interpretation, which, among the ancients, was the most 
irresistible stimulus to the national acts. The Egyptians of old 
warned the Israelites not to leave Egypt, because they said, 
‘Look to it, for evil is before you’ (Exod. x. 10); and thus 
the Greeks, previously to any important undertaking, inter- 
rogated the priests in the Temple of Apollo (the oracle at 
Delphi). Ezekiel alludes no doubt to this, when he says of 
the king of Babylon, ‘‘he consulted with images, he looked 
into the liver” (chap. xxi, 21); and Jeremiah, when he says, ‘‘ Be 
not dismayed at the signs of heaven” (chap. x. 2). Thus also 
the prophecies of the magicians of the temple dedicated to 
‘Ormutz’ and ‘Ariman,’ guided the doings of the Persians, and 
by that influence they inspired the opponents of Zerubbabel with 
courage to interrupt the building of the temple. Hence the Pro- 
phet Zechariah’s exultation in their defeat: “ the idols have spoken 
vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie” (chap. x. 2); and 
hence the emphatic addresses of the true prophets, to Zerubbabel 
and his comrades, inspiring them with confidence in the will of 
God, “for he hath said it, and it shall be.” Thus did Haggai 
re-assure them of the divine assistance: ‘* Yet now be strong, 
O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be strong, O Joshua, son of 
Josedech, the High Priest; and be strong all ye people of the 
land, saith the Lord, and work; for Jam with you, saith the 
Lord of Hosts” (ii. 4). 

It is well known that in the reign of Ziaksarus I. (who ac- 
cords with the Ahasuerus of the Book of Esther), the High 
Priest Zoroaster founded among the Persians a new system of 
‘theology, which spread also among the Bactiers and other 
Asiatic tribes. We read in a theological work, called ‘‘ Zend-a- 
vesta,” which contains the principles of his system—that ‘ there 
is a good world, and a bad one, respectively called the temple of 
Light and the Temple of Darkness. In the former, reigns the 
‘God’ Ormuz, from whom proceeds nothing but good, and before 
whose throne are seated ‘the seven princes of light,’ who are 
the source of all good on earth; opposite to it is the temple of 
darkness, in which reigneth the ‘God’ Ariman; and before his 
throne sit ‘ the seven princes of darkness,’ who are the cause of 
every evil in the world.” According to this system, there is an 
incessant war between these two governments; but it is promised 
that the day will come, when the reign of good and light will be 
victorious, and the glory of good King Ormuz will fill all the 
earth. The adherents to this system, therefore, worshipped the 
fire, and on many of their feasts prohibited the lighting of fire in 
the city, except in the temple dedicated to their ‘ God’ Ormuz, 
“the Prince of Light.” * 


-~ 


* Vide Treatise Sabbath, fol. 109 ms 
O%3 (he who extinguishes the light because he is afraid of the people), and Rashi's 


commentary thereon onby DYDD (the Persians, for instance, 
on their holiday). Vide also Treatise Gittin, fol. 17: NNN 


him, and 


~ fallacious system, which is, in fact, but idolatry in another shape. 
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That the Zoroastral system of Theology is based on Astrology, 
admits therefore of no doubt; and the author himself remarks, 
that his system is founded on one which had existed previously ; 
which we have shown to be the faith in the starry hosts of 
heaven. The number of attendants on each of the two prin- 
ciples, ‘Good and Evil,’ was therefore seven, because of the 
seven planets (n>> ‘3313 Ayse’); and hence the sacred importance 
attached to the number seven in the Persian records. Thus do 
we find in the Book of Esther, “ the seven princes of Persia and 
Media, which saw the king’s face, and which sat the first in the 
kingdom” (chap. i. 14); and thus do we read of “the seven 


chamberlains that served in the presence of Ahasuerus the king” 
(chap. i. 10),* 


- 


WVOP se (a man came and took the candle away from their presence); 
vide also Rashi’s commentary thereon. Again, we read in Treatise Jebamoth 
fol. 63: Sp) Ws im (vide Rashi’s commentary 
thereon); and I am astonished that none of the revisers of the Talmead 
corrected this passage according to the Tosephoth, in Treatise Gittin, fel. 17, 
which correct it NITY S53. which, no doubt, alludes to the prohibition of ligh*® 
by the Persians ; the explanation of the passage therefore is: “When the 
Persians came to Babylon the candle fell.” Vide also Treatise Nedarim, fol. 62: 


NIN “1 am-the servant of light."’ Vide Rashi and Ran, and 
Rathba, par. 54, vol. 1; and Sanhedrin, fol. 30: syd 


NY & magician (ho doubt one of the Persian priests ) 
said to Ameimar ; From thy half upwards is Dhurmis, and from thy half 
downwards there is Dahrumis,” which appears to refer to the Persian doe- 
trine, of which the magician was desirous to convince the Rabbi, by tellhng 
him, that the two powers of good and evil rule over man, whose body in alse 
subject to the opposing powers , the Upper half, the head and the heart, being 
the source of wisdom and understanding, and all the superior qualities of man ; 
whilst from the lower half of the human body emanate the sensual and ev)! 
inclinations. To this the magician alludes,in saying: “From thy half ond 
upwards is Dhurmis ;’’ meaning Ormutz,; the god of ght and good; whilst 
“from thy half and downwards is seen Dahrumis,” adludes to Armen, 
the god of evil and darkness. Hence the reply of Ameimar: “% Why 
then permits the God of good to convey to the lower part of the hema 
frame (which leads to evil) the powers of tlie upper part, without which the 
lower would be unavailable ?”? The Rabbi therefore shewed, that there can be 
no such division in the rule of man, either mdividually or colleetively ; am 
that there is only One power pre-eminent to the good and the evil, Vode 


NW 

The -Midrash Rabbah also observes : “No cvil proceeds from on high 
but as Solomon remarks ; “ This only I have found, that God hath made man 
upright ; but they have sought out many inventions” (Ecclesiastes vu. 29). 
The sources of ail evil lies in man who corrupts his moral character by evil imagi 
nations (as observed by Maimonides, in Moreh Nebuchim, vol, ni. chap. 14), 
for “the folly of man perverts his way.” The Prophet Hosea likewise says : 
“ Ephraim shall say, What have I to de any more with idols! I have beard 
observed him. I am like a green. fir-tree; from me is thy frart 


found,” | | 

This deciaration of Ephraim is directed ‘against the Zoroastral system of the 
rile of the two powers, good and evil. Ephraim will rid himself of that 
Ephraum will 
recognise in the one God, the source of all good, he that obsers ed and heard him, 
and from whom all his fruit emanates. But what is the course of ewil in the 
world ? the reply is in the next verse, “ the ways of the Lerd are right, and the 
just shall walk in them, but the transgressors shall fall therein.” The tree pre- 
duces nothing but good and right; and it is only because of the corruption of the 
sinners who pervert the just laws of Giod that evil is found on earth, and often 
predominates over good ; that perversion of justice obseures its light and musieacdes 
the ignorant. ‘The prophet therefore says, “ Who is wise, and he shall under- 
stand these things? pradent, and he shall know them!’ It is left for the wie 
and the prudent to distinguish perversion of justice from pure uprightness, Let 
them but understand this, and they will walk in the ways of God, undistarbed 
and unmolested by the crooked systems of idolatry, in whatever shape it may be 
put, and whatever garb it may assume. 


* It is true, that among the Jews there was a great degree of sanctity attached 
to the number seven, as we read in the Midrash rrexs): 
CDW) Dan povan “ The sevens are par- 
ticularly favoured in the world, the heavens above,” ete, This, however, @ on 
account of the seven days of the creation, for the Universe was created 
in six days; but it is justly observed by Tosephoth (Treatise Sanhedrin), that 
there was a most importvnt creation on the seventh day, which is Rest, The 
samo idea is also expressed in the Pesikta Noe Mot 
‘x. We also refer to Cicero’s Somaum Scipionis for a remark- 
able explanation of the seven heavens. 
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‘The tendency of this prophecy of Zechariah having been to | 


destroy the sophistry of the Persian system, by the power of his 
eloquence and reasoning, represented in the vision of the Candle- 
stick, he embodied the two governments of Good and Evil, or 
Light and Darkness, and the refutation of this fallacious prin- 
ciple, in the vision described. With these preliminaries, we pro- 
ceed to the illustration of this remarkable prophecy verbatim. 

It commences thus :— 


Chap. iii, verse 1. And he shewed me Joshua the High Priest standing before 
the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him, 


The resistance of Satan alludes to the obstacles and formidable 
opposition to the re-building of the Temple, in the time of Ezra. 


Verse 2. And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan ; even 
the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked 


out of the fire ! 

Here the prophet shows, how the opposition of the Persians 
(stimulated by the system of Astrology, propounded by the 
magicians) to Zerubbabel and his colleagues was frustrated by 
the will of God; for all the power the enemies possessed, the 
Prophet says, was comparatively but a brand plucked out of the 
all-consuming fire of the Omnipotent. Satan, or the hindering 
enemy, will therefore be rendered powerless by the rebuke of 
God, who has chosen Jerusalem, and whose will is irresistible. 

Having warned his faithful servants against all physical and 


mental uncleanness, and enjoined on them steadfast adherence to 
the laws of God (verses 3—7), he continues :— 


Verse 8. Hear now, O Joshua, the High Priest, thou, and thy fellows that. sit 
before thee (for they are men wondered at), behold I will bring forth salvation* 


for my servant, 
The Lord vouchsafes, that spite of all the obstacles priestcraft 
had invented, salvation shall go forth, and his servants shall enjo 


that mental felicity which the religious service of the Holy 
Temple so eminently afforded to Israel. | 7 


Verse %. For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon one 
stone shall be seven eyes: behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the 
Lord of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 


The seven eyes upon the one stone is an allusion to the Persian 
system of the seven princes of each principle, Good and Evil. 


The prophet, however, says, that to the one stone which God 


erected, there must be seven eyes directed, and they can do 
nothing withont the command of God, who rules every principle; 
and as the engraving on a seal represents the name of the owner, 
so are the powers and influences possessed by the heavenly planets 
but a representation of the Majesty of the Creator, who hath 
“engraved the graving thereon;” by whose guidance only the 
are allowed to guide; by whose light they are permitted to -illu- 
mine; and by whose government they may govern. The Pro- 
phet Iaggai,in alluding to the triumph which Zerubbabel achieved 
over the Persians in accomplishing his objects, also makes use of 
the metaphor of the seal: ‘In that day, saith the Lord of Hosts, 
will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, 
saith the Lord, and will make thee as a siGnet: for I have 
chosen thee, saith the Lord of Hosts.” 


As to the Persian system, that the god Ormuz will one day 
dispel all darkness, and by his light bring salvation to the world, 
the Lord says, ‘“/-will remove the iniquity of that land in one 
day;” the Lord will accomplish this himself, by his power, and 


not by the medium of any other. 


Proceed we now to the description of the Candlestick. 


Chap. iv. verse 1, And the angel that walked with me, came again, and waked 
me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep, 
Verse 2. And said unto me, What seest thou! And I said, I have looked, 


* The term rmx in Hebrew signifies, a universal salvation, springing forth, as 


t) we read (Isaiah Ixi. 2), “the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to 
* ~~ spring forth before all the nations ; and also Psalm cxxxii. verse 17, “ there will I 
make the horn of David to spring forth.” 


| 


and behold, a candlestick all of gold, with a bow! upon the top of it, and his 
seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the 
top thereof, 


This passage is rather obscure, and the commentators differ 
as to the quantity of the lamps. Jarchi thinks that every lamp 
had seven pipes, and that there were forty-nine. I think, however, 
that there were but fourteen pipes, seven on each side, which 
agrees with the Hebrew text, ‘‘ seven and seven.” These two sevens 
point to the alleged seven attendants on the two governing prin- 
ciples of Good and Evil. Inthe next verse the two idols Ormuz 
and Ariman are represented, for the purpose of manifesting alle- 
gorically whence all powers are derived. A. 5. Horowirz. 


(To be concluded in our next. ) 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—In your number of the 8th December, I noticed what purported 
to be an extract from an elementary treatise, by way of question and 
answer, in which the probability of the order in which the Books com- 
posing the Jewish Canon of Scripture were written, was laid down, 

Permit me to enquire, Mr. Editor, if the extract in question was 
furnished by you to shew the vast erudition of the work, or whether it 
was to manifest how far the presumed ignorance of the Anglo-Jewish 
public in matters of Biblical learning could be taken advantage of ? 

Perhaps you, Mr. Editor, can shew on what authority rests the 
probability that Job was the book first written; and when you have 
settled that matter to your own satisfaction, and I feel convinced that 
could only be on safe grounds, you will then further explain how the 
Book of Psalms is placed before Proverbs. In the plenitude of my 
ignorance, I always imagined that a part only of the Psalms was the 
work of the royal singer, and that most of the remainder was written at 
different periods, preceding and during the time of the captivity. 

You may ask in return, Why do you request an answer from me 


rather than from the author of the Treatise ? to which the reply is, that 


when a publication like the “Jewish Chronicle” promulgates such dicta, 
and gives it the sanction of its name and authority, it can but have a 
tendency to lower Jewish erudition, which, alas! does not, at present, 
stand too high in public estimation. -l remain, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, - 


[In reply to our correspondent, we tell him, in the first place, that 
according to many authors—too numerous to mention here—Job lived 
in the time of Moses, and, according to many, the Book of Job was 
written by Moses himself. Ifthe Talmud is not of sufficient authority 
to *~»y” that Job was in the council of Pharaoh, we refer him to Dr. Lee, 
who thinks and proves, that the Book was written by Moses. As 
to the Psalms being placed before Proverbs, this is also very proper, 
since David lived. before Solomon. The allusions to the captivity do 
not at all prove the authorship to have been after the Temple, since * W” 
must remember, that the Psalms are inspired: and written prophetically. 
If ** yy” doubts this, we refer him to the Psalms avowedly written by 
the sons.of Korah, by Asaph, and by Jeduthun, all authors living before 
the captivity ; and yet their compositions are replete with prayers for 
redemption from captivity. This proves their inspiration. We sympa- 
thise with ‘* Y,” the author of these two “‘ mares’ nests,” in speaking of 


the low ebb of Jewish erudition, of which his letter gives many melan- 
choly proofs. 


BIBLICAL CRITICISM. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


_Sir,— My attention has been directed by Aben Ezra, to a remarkable 
discrepancy occurring in 1 Chronicles, chap. vi. 28, where we read: 
MIN) “and the sons of Samuel, the first-born 


Vashni, and Abiah” ; whilst from 1 Samuel viii. 2, it appears, that his 
eldest son’s name was not Vashni, but Joel, for we there read: *“ Now 
the name of his first-born was Joel.” Indeed, the contradiction is 
palpable in this very chapter of 1 Chronicles, verse 33, where it is 
said, ‘‘Hleman, a singer, the son of Joel, the son of Samuel.” Aben 
Ezra endeavours to explain the contradiction by the assertion, that 
there are many instances in Scripture, in which one person had several 
names. We by no means dispute this fact, but the name Vashni °0 


does not at all sound like a Hebrew name, particularly in the age ot 
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Samuel, before they co-mingled with other nations. In fact, there is | 


but one Hebrew name commencing with the letter 3. It therefore 
appears to me, that in the MS. from which the abo\ verse was tran- 
scribed, stood 7°38 “ and the sons of Samuel: 
the first-born —-—— and the second Abiah.” The word Joel having 
been inadvertently omitted, the transcriber could not explain it other- 
wise than by taking the word ‘wy for a proper name ( Vashni), whereas, 


in reality, it stood for wy “and the second,” the original text having 
been MIN N33 OW) And the name of the first-born was 


Joel, and the second Abiah the same as in 1 Samuel viii. 2. However 
reluctant I am, for the sake of the integrity of the Hebrew Scriptures, 
to attribute faults to the transcriber, yet in the passage before me, the 
discrepancy is so glaring, and Aben Ezra’s explanation so improbable and 
so uncongenial to the Hebrew of that period, that I trust you and your 
readers will grant that my reconciliation of this apparent contradiction, 
in this instance, is not only allowable, but justified by asense of truth, 
I am, Sir, yours, ete., 
B. GoipsBera. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


ot the inclosed lines may not be deemed unworthy of a 
place in your Journal. Yours respectfully, 
M. H. M. 


27th December, 5609, _ 
aS spin dy 
Se 
95m 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—In your number of last week, you complain of the want of proper 
Lecturers in this country ; but I am almost afraid that you overrate the 
_ desire of the various Synagogue authorities. Were they really desirous 
of procuring lecturers, they would naturally publish their wish; and 
then, I am pretty sure, many competent persons would be found to 
fulfil such situations. Trusting that you will urge the necessity of their 
speedily doing so, I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 


1, Alie Place. MAURICE NEWMAN. 


Jewisu LApIEs’ BENEVOLENT LOAN AND VISITING SOCIETY. | 


-—The following donations have been received: Louis Lucas, 
Esq., £5; S. J. Esq. (per Mrs. J. Josephs), £1; and a Benefit in 
the Bread, Meat, and Coal Charity, from the young gentlemen 
forming the Senior Philological and Elocution Society at Mr. 
Solomon’s Academy, Edmonton. 


Tue Jews or Trserias.—Although the amount of subscription 
to the Tiberias Fund is, as yet, not very considerable, we have 
_ great pleasure in observing that many of our provincial brethren 
are responding to the appeal made to the community by Sir 
Moses Montefiore in behalf of the sufferers, which we published 
in our preceding number. Additional donations are announced 
in our advertising columns. 


Jews’ AND GENERAL LITERARY AND ScIENTIFIC INSTITU- | 


TION. — The attendance of the friends of intellectual progress at 
the anniversary ball, on Tuesday evening last, at Willis’s Rooms, 
was, as generally expected, both select and numerous; and we 
may truly say that both the managers and the company vied 
with each other in spreading happiness around. 


who graced the anniversary with their presence we observed Sir 
Moses Montefiore, Bart., Chisholm Anstey, Esq., M.P., Philip 
Salomons, Esq., H. De Castro, Esq., Z. A. Jessel, Esq., Haim 


Among those | 


Guedalla, Esq., Joseph Sebag, Esq., John Sammell, Esq., &c. &c. 


The company broke up at five o'clock, a.m. About four hundred — 
persons were present. 


Masonic Memoir or tue Late Geo, AArons, P.M., P.Z., 
ETC.—Our deceased brother was too well known as an enlightened 
and enthusiastic Freemason to bo merely recorded in the obituary. 
His masonic information was extensive, his knowledge of the ritual 
letter perfect. Dark he was as regarded the orbs of light, having 
lost the great blessing by amaurosis; but gifted he was by mental 
vision, and he searched the scriptures by the aid of friends, to 
whom he expounded them with a moral clearness that astonished 
many ministers of the Jewish faith, of which he was a member. 
He was remarkably neat in his dress; and so little had he of 
the appearance of a blind man, that strangers have been known 
to hold lengthened conferences with him without being aware of 
his affliction; this used to please him. His good humour was 
proverbial.—/'reemason’s Quarterly Review. 


PARAPHRASE OF THE EIGHTEENTH PSALM, 
RECITED AT THE SEPHARDIM SYNAGOGUE ON SABBATH m5. . 


Tuis Psalm the Lord's true servant, David, set 
To music sweet, in chanks for mercies great, 
What day God deigned to save him from the thrall 
Of all his foes, and from the hand of Saul. 

Thus to the Lord he sang: ‘ I'll love Thee, Lord, 
For Thou didst strength to me accord. 

My Rock! my Fort! my Saviour js the Lord ' 
My God! My source of strength His holy word! 
My great Defence! in Him I place my trust; 

My Shield! the crown’d salvation of the just; 

To Him be praise! I to the Lord will cry, 

To save me from my bitter enemy. | 

For tyrant Death, with thousand terrors arm 

And leagued with evil men, my soul alarmed ; 
Black Hell its vicious snares about me cast, 

With horrors compassed me, and shadows vast: 
Consolation, Hope, and Resignation fair, 

Were overcome by pains and grim Despair. 
While thus I lay, exposed to threatening fate, 
Death rais’d his arm, to strike with vengeful hate. 
Then, when no earthly power could succour give, — 
I on th’ Almighty called, to bid me live. 

My prayer, upborne on angel Pity’s wings, 

Rose to the temple of the King of kings ; 

He heard my cries, my voice before him came: 

It called for aid upon His awful Name ! 

When, lo! commotion ran from world to world ! 
Earth to her centre quaked, as from it hurl’d! 

The uprooted hills shook at his coming ire, 
When God descended, wrapt in flames of fire. 
Th’ obedient heavens, trembling at His word, 
Amazed, bowed down before Creation’s Lord. 
Winged by the winds, His car a cherub drew, 
Clouds piled on clouds, obsequious, instant flew, 
And at His feet, appalled, their darkness threw. 
Beneath him roll’d the thunder’s dreadful sound, 
While lightnings fierce and hail-stones streamed around ; 
The seas affrighted stand, then back they fled, 
And in their fight disclosed their secret bed ; 
Hell's regions echoed to the wild uproar, 

And Death fell humbled on its farthest shore. 
God's darts were shot amongst my scattered foes, 
And thus He saved His servant from his woes. 
He sent, He took me from Destruction’s seat, — 
And out of many waters drew my feet. 


| (To be continued.) 
London, 22nd Tebeth, 5609—16th January, 1849. 


D. C. M. 
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JEWISH CHRONICLE. | 


RELIEF FUND FO 


THE JEWS AT 


Sr. Tuomas, 29th Nov. 1848.—Our respected Correspon- 


dent, under the above date, writes:—I would feel greatly obliged iy TIBERIAS. 
by your inserting in the Chronicle the death of Elias Sarquey, Peer Sahesslactione previously. annoanéed £61 16 0 
Esq., at the advanced age of 89 years. The old gentleman has Joseph Sebag, Esq. SS ee 2°39 '% 
left a widow, to whom he was united for fifty-four years. His Cheltenham 
remains were followed to the grave by the Governor of the island Synagogue reg 
and a respectable cortege of the inhabitants. He had in his 
affluence been a liberal supporter of the Synagogue, and a friend 
to the poor. He died with a truly religious spirit; and I pray Samuel 
God to make my end like his. The Rev, Mr. Nathan pronounced : 
an admirable funeral eulogy on the deceased, and many an eye 
Western Jews’ Free Scuoor ror Boys. — The Second - - 
Ball this season will be in favour of this Institution, which, from A Friend per dito - - +, -0 5,0 
is the funds being in a most depressed state, requires every assist- Mr. P. Solomon coe eo ee ee : 6 
ance from our co-religionists, as well as from all parties favourable - 
to the advancement of education ; and it is to be hoped that it ” 
will meet with that patronage, so as to render the efforts of the 
present management available to admit an additional number of Norwich 
pupils to the school. Messrs. M. Levine and I. B. Falke’ - 210 6 


— 


Western Jews’ Free School for Boys. 


ERRATA, 


In the poetical translation of Adon Olam,” contained in our last number, for Mr. HENRY L. KEELING, PRESIDENT. 
“ the whale,”’ in line 3, read “ the whole,” and for “ conviction,” in line 15, Mr. J. M. JOHNSON, TREASURER. 
yead conjunction.” | | 
BALL, in aid of the Funds of the above Institution, will take place at 
Wi.ts’s Rooms, St. James’s, on WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7th, 1849, 
The following Noblemen and Gentlemen have kindly consented to act as 


Patrons on the occasion : 


Lord Dudley C. Stuart, M. P. General Sir De Lacy Evans, M.P. 
Baron Lionel De Rothschild, M. P. Baron Meyer De Rothschild. | 
Sir Benjamin Hall, Bart., M. P. Sir Moses Montefiore, Bart., F.R.S. 
Charles Lushington, Esq., M. P. John Chisholm Anstey, Esq., M. P. 

David W. Wire, Esq. John Ingram Travers, Esq. 
John Hunt, Esq. 7 
And a Committee of Stewards, 


— 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


* A Surscriper’s” lines are respectfully declined. Let him point out the faults 
in the poetry he alludes to, and give his name, as the author of the poetry 
did, aud his communication shall be inserted. : 


should consider the limited space of our Journal, and patiently wait till we 
can find room. Ii is, however, worthy of remark, that the most learned are 
generally the most patient, and vice versa. 


: 


4 bY will find, in this number, that we have not forgotten him; but correspondents 


o Linusarian Benevolent Loan Society. The Band will be under the Direction of Mn, HENRY BARNARD. 
INSTITUTED 5605—1845. Ma. BARN 

Tickets, including Refreshments, 10s, 6d, each, may be obtained of the Presi- 
§ For the purpose of granting Loans to the Industrious Poor free of all charge. aa " ete deat Treasurer, Stewards : sid of 
ee T the Annual Festival of the Committee and Friends of the above Society 
oi held on Suuday evening last, a Testimonial was presented to Mr, Jacos M R. K I S C H, 
Lazarus, for his valuable services as Presidetit. SECRETARY, 
a The following Donations in aid of the Funds of the Society, were announced 12, St. Alban’s Place, St. James's. © 
Elias Davis, esq.(2nddon.) 1 1 | S,C, Tucker,esq. - - - 010 6 Jews’ Orphan Asylum, Tenter Ground, 
Marks, esq. (3rd ,,) 1 1 | A.M. Cohen,esq. - - - 010 6 Goodman’s Fields. 
Samuel Moses, esq. (2nd ,, 4.0.4 Deolties. esa, 
(3rd don.) - | HE ANNUAL BALL in aid of the Funds of the above Charity will take 
(2nddonatin)- - 010 esq 0 10 6 place at Rooms, King Street, St. James’s, in the month of April 
Manuel Castello, esq., Vice- J. Prohoski, esq next. Further particulars will shortly be announced, JOHN DIAS, 
: ' President (2nddonation)- 010 6 | T, Famajesq. - - - - 010 6 January 16th, 1849. | . Hon. Secretary. 
- -- - - - 910 6 | B, Castello, esq.- - - - 0 § 0 WANTED. 
| Isaac Jacobs, eaq., Treasurer Be Benjamin,esq. - - - 0 5 0 

(2nd donation) - - 010. 6 RESPECTABLE Hebrew Young Person (country-bred would be preferred), 


The following are the advantages which this Society affords: —To subscribers between the ages of Twenty and Twenty-five years, to serve in the JS WEY, 


of six shillings per annum, the privilege of recommending one applicant an- 
nually ; half a guinea, two; one guinea, four; a donation of five guineas con- 
stitutes a Life Governor, with the same privilege as a subscriber of half a guinea 
aunually ; aud a donation of ten guineas, the same as a subscriber of one guinea 
annually. 

Donations and subscriptions will bo thankfully received by Mr. Jacob Lazarus, 
President, 146, Shadwell; Mr. Castello, 13, Sidney-street, Commercial Road; 
Mr. J. Jacobs, No. 27, Little Alie-street, Goodman’s Fields; Mr. M. Silverston, 
-Lombard-street, City; and by 

R. LAZARUS, Hon, Secretary, 
at the Society’s Office, 26, Mansell-street, Goodman’s Fields. 
January 16th, 1849. 


To Clothiers’ Assistants. 


ANTED immediately, several First-rate Hands for the Ready-Made and 
Bespoke Departments in the above Trade ; liberal Salary will be given, 
Address, B. Hyam, 48, Argyle-strect, Glasgow, 


LERY and WATCHMAKING BUSINESSES, and to attend to accounts (writing a good 
hand). One who has been already engaged in the Retail Department of the 
same Trades, or in the General Fancy Trade, would meet with a preference. 
Particulars, with reference, to be addressed by Post, to Lewis and Son, Jewellers, 
etc., 32, Ship Street, Brighton. | 


WANTED... 


SITUATION as Nursery GovERNEss or NursE, by a Young GERMAN 

Lady, who is able to teach in the German Language, and to give Relig 
ous Instruction, She is also capable of instructing and assisting in all kinds 
of Ladies’ Work, Salary is not so much the object as a comfortable home, 
Apply by letter, p.p., to M. W., at Mrs. Wolff’s, 32, Christopher Street, Finsbury. 
N. B.—The Advertiser speaks the English language fluently. 


Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Circus Place, London 
Wall, by John Wertheimer, of No. 5, West-street, Finsbury-circus, and published Dy 
W. Brittain, 11, Paternoster-row, and may be had at the Jewish Chronicle Off 
24 & 132, Houndsditch, in the City of London. Friday, January 19, 1849. 
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